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We have studied 250 human liver biopsy samples to determine the ontogeny of the microsomal glucose-6-phosphatase (EC 3.1.3.9) system. Human hepatic glucose-6-phosphatase enzyme activity develops at 11 weeks' gestation and slowly increases to -10% of adult activity at term. In the first week after birth 
Materials and Methods
> F- C.) 4 Ui (I) 4 I- 4 I a. U) 0 a- + Ui U) 0 C.) -J C,
Results

Human
hepatic microsomal glucose-6-phosphatase protein and enzyme activity both appear at 11 weeks of gestation ( Figure  1 ) and gradually increase with gestational age until term. Within the first three to four days after birth, in term infants, the glucose-6-phosphatase enzyme activity increases dramatically to adult concentrations ( Figure  2 Figure  2 ). In the rat during the first few days after birth, the activity of glucose- 
